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In central New Jersey and Connecticut,
in New York, people are hurting.
Towns have exhausted their emergency
funds and exhausted their borrowing
capacity. In other disasters, such as
the disaster associated with Katrina or
with wildfires or with any number of
other natural disasters, this body has
acted and aid has been provided quick-
ly.
And yet today, the Speaker is going
to allow the 112th Congress to adjourn
before passing the much-needed dis-
aster relief package. The Senate acted
on this bill. The aid package here was
well constructed. It was ready. All we
needed was a vote. And the delay is sig-
nificant. It adds significantly to the
hurt. It is not an exaggeration to say
that lives are on the line. People are
living wherever they can. They don’t
have the shelter. They don’t have the
businesses. They don’t have their lives.
And the Speaker just walks away. That

compounds the disaster. The delay
compounds the disaster.
It has been said: Well, FEMA has

some money already in their account
that will last for many weeks. But
we’re not just talking about FEMA,
we’re talking about HUD. More than a
billion dollars, actually billions of
housing aid. The Army Corps of Engi-
neers, the National Oceanic and At-
mosphere Administration, the Depart-
ment of Interior, the Agriculture De-
partment for food and emergency wa-
tershed protection, the EPA for safe
drinking water—all of this was in this
well-constructed package.

Now, it has often been said that the
governing principle of the Republican
leadership is ‘“‘you’re on your own.”
That might actually be a conscientious
principle if they really believe in their
hearts that your Social Security
should be privately invested or you
should pay for a college without gov-
ernment help. But this, to say you're
on your own after a disaster is incon-
siderate. It breaks our trust. It violates
an understanding, and it hurts people.

———

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New York (Mrs. MALONEY) for 2% min-
utes.

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, this
kind of petty partisan posturing is ab-
solutely disgraceful. It’s an act of
spiteful indifference that will go down
in history as a low point in a low era.
Shame on this House. This House acted
quickly after Katrina, voting over $60
billion in less than 2 weeks. It acted
quickly for Ike and Gustav and the tor-
nadoes in Alabama. We were there for
other regions of this country. This
country has to be there for the North-
east. Twenty-four States were affected.
It has been called the second-worst
natural disaster in the history of our
country, affecting over 17 million peo-
ple in the most densely populated area
of America.

We cannot turn our backs on this en-
tire region. Every Governor, every
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mayor has talked to the Republican
leadership. They were assured the
money would be there. We cannot re-
build or start to repair without the re-
sources being in place.

The Northeast are donor States. We
give far more to the Federal Govern-
ment in taxes than what comes back to
us. Yet when the natural disaster
struck our people, we lost lives. We
lost businesses, homes, complete devas-
tation of the largest subway system in
our country, moving 8 million people a
day. Where is the aid and where is the
support?

Mr. Speaker, introduce the Senate
bill tomorrow. Let’s come back into
session, vote it on Friday. Let’s put the
aid in place, the American way of being
there to help people. You can’t pick
and choose that certain areas get dis-
aster relief, but the area that is the
most hard-hit in the history of our
country does not receive the relief?
The disaster aid that has been there for
other people? We have been there for
you. You need to be there for the
Northeast. It is devastated. We need
Federal aid. You cannot repair hos-
pitals, subway systems, major infra-
structures without the support of the
Federal Government.

Mr. Speaker, do not turn your back
on America and a region of America.
You need to support in a bipartisan
way the aid that is so desperately need-
ed for the most densely populated area
of our country after the second-worst
storm in the history of our country.

———

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, the two-tiered amendment
disaster relief bill that we had hoped to
bring to the floor to get us to the $60
billion that is desperately needed to as-
sist families, businesses, and munici-
palities devastated by Superstorm
Sandy. Our appeal—and it’s a bipar-
tisan appeal—is that there is still time
to bring this vital legislation to the
floor for a vote back to the Senate and
then down to the President for signa-
ture.

Numerous towns in my district, Mr.
Speaker, as well as well as our friends
in New York and further north, are
still coping with and recovering from
the most destructive storm ever in our
region—and perhaps the second or
third most costly in all of American
history.

Today, families lack housing. Busi-
nesses are in shambles, and municipali-
ties have been decimated.

In New Jersey, some 346,000 housing
units were damaged or destroyed, with
22,000 units rendered absolutely un-
inhabitable.
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An estimated 11,000 housing choice
vouchers will be needed to ensure that
residents at least have a roof over their
heads this winter.
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Approximately 100,000 new storm-re-
lated unemployment claims have been
filed in New Jersey, 100,000, attrib-
utable to the storm.

Over 235,000 people in New Jersey
have already registered with FEMA for
individual assistance.

Seventy-five percent of New Jersey’s
small businesses were adversely af-
fected, 10 percent of which, or nearly
19,000 businesses, sustained damage of
$250,000 or more, far in excess of the
loss to businesses from Katrina. Total
business losses are estimated to be a
whopping $8.3 billion.

Furthermore, an estimated 10,000
structures statewide will need to be de-
molished, and 1,000 sites across New
Jersey will require remediation after
hazardous materials discharge.

Fifty-one schools sustained serious
damage, including six that will not re-
open this school year.

Transit, roads, and bridges have been
damaged to the tune of $2.9 billion,
which includes 294 damaged railcars
and 75 damaged locomotives.

One of the main roads that runs
through my district, Route 35, will re-
quire an estimated $120 million to re-
pair.

Power and gas lines are expected to
cost roughly $1 billion, understandably,
given that, at the peak, power outages
left 2.4 million people in the dark.

Waste and water and sewer will re-
quire about $3 billion to repair and to
protect.

Hospitals, assisted living, and other
health facilities will have seen over
$150 million worth of storm damage.
These facts—and there are many
more—underscore the devastation un-
leashed by Sandy, and it is without
precedent.

I would say to my colleagues that no
recovery is ever accomplished in a sin-
gle year, but it’s about predictability
and the certainty of funds to rebuild
and to restore that ensures that the
work proceeds immediately, com-
prehensively, efficaciously, and with-
out interruption.

Mr. Speaker, for days and weeks, like
many of my colleagues, after that hor-
rible storm hit, I met with hundreds,
even thousands of tenacious women
and men who, despite crippling losses,
were determined to rebuild.

I'll never forget one resident in
Belmar who came up to me the day
after Superstorm Sandy, and said, I've
lost everything, but at least I’'m alive.

We need to now backstop these indi-
viduals. We need to ensure that the
monies are there, that they flow quick-
ly but prudently to ensure that they
can rebuild, and their homes and busi-
nesses and community.

You know, Congress assisted those
pummeled by Hurricane Katrina in 2005
with $62 billion in a mere 2 weeks. We
are now past 2 months. And we need to
be clear: The President didn’t send to
Sandy Relief package to Congress De-
cember 7. There was a loss of several
weeks, but we do have a proposal. It’s
about 25 percent less than what the af-
fected States have said they needed.
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